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Library services have been available in Mor-

ristown since 1792. The first circulating library 
consisted of 97 members and 96 books. The 
Morristown Library Association was formed in 
1812 and by the middle of the 19th century 
the library had grown to several thousand vol-
umes. From 1875 to 1914 the Library was 
housed on South Street in the Morristown Li-
brary and Lyceum, an organization that offi-
cially incorporated in 1866. Its collection grew 
from 8,000 books to over 30,000 when the 
building, and almost everything in it, was de-
stroyed by fire in 1914. 

A temporary library was soon opened in the 
old YMCA building on South Street. With 
money from both insurance and the sale of 
the land on which the Library and Lyceum 
stood, the property at the corner of Miller 
Road and South Street was purchased with 
the intention of building a new library building. 
In 1916, Grinnell Willis, a retired textile mer-
chant who lived in Morristown since 1889, ap-
proached the Library Trustees and offered to 
pay the entire cost of a new fireproof building. 

The new Library would be built in ‘‘grateful 
remembrance of the love and affection be-
stowed on his late wife by her friends and 
neighbors in Morristown.’’ The day after Mr. 
Willis made his offer, an Act of Incorporation 
for the Morristown Library was filed. Its objec-
tive was ‘‘to establish and maintain a free pub-
lic library and reading rooms, to establish and 
maintain an art gallery and museum for the 
encouragement of arts and science, to estab-
lish and maintain a collection of books and 
documents of historic interest and to advance 
the literary and educational interests of the 
community.’’ On December 13, 1917 the Li-
brary, with 8,000 volumes and a staff of four 
was opened to the public. 

In 1929, with the collection now totaling 
43,500 volumes, Mr. Willis funded the cost of 
an addition to the original 1917 building. This 
addition, which opened in 1930, contained the 
Children’s Wing. Grinnell Willis died shortly 
after the new wing was completed. In his will 
he left the library an endowment of $200,000. 

The Library continued to grow and serve its 
public as an association library until 1966 
when the residents of Morristown and Morris 
Township united in the support, maintenance, 
and control of a joint free public library. 

In 1987 the cornerstone was laid for an ad-
dition to the Library largely financed by Edythe 
and Dean Dowling, which became the Dowling 
Wing. In addition to the generosity of the 
Dowlings, many members of the community 
contributed to this addition which doubled the 
size of the Library. In 2006, the latest addition 
of the Library was completed. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in congratulating the Morris-
town & Morris Township Public Library’s Willis 
Wing, on the occasion of its Centennial Anni-
versary. 
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Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor to congratulate the Tai Look Merchants’ 

Association on their Centennial Anniversary 
Gala. I thank you for your commitment to 
bettering the community of Chinatown and the 
community of New York City as a whole. 

The Tai Look Merchants’ Association was 
established on 1917 in Hong Kong but ex-
panded to New York less than a decade later, 
and has been a part of our community ever 
since. For a century the Tai Look Merchants’ 
Association has contributed to the community 
through the mission, ‘‘for the love of the Coun-
try and Motherland.’’ 

Under the leadership of Teddy Mui and rep-
resenting over a hundred members and small 
businesses, Tai Look Merchants’ Association 
has shown the good that can be done when 
people work together, from raising money for 
victims of the Sichuan Earthquake and Hurri-
cane Katrina to holding local Mid-Autumn Fes-
tival celebrations for Chinatown’s seniors. 

As they celebrate 100 years of tremendous 
work, I am confident the Tai Look Merchants’ 
Association will continue to build on its history 
of service and find many more years of suc-
cess. 
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I want to thank 
Representative CASTRO for calling for this spe-
cial order to discuss the ethnic cleansing of 
the Rohingya people from Burma. 

It’s a heartbreaking humanitarian disaster 
and day-by-day the situation continues to de-
teriorate. 

Just today, Bangladesh Border Guards are 
reporting that more than 11,000 Rohingya ref-
ugees entered Bangladesh from Burma. 

These refugees are the result of the unprec-
edented level of violence in Burma’s Rakhine 
State. 

Because of this bloody conflict, more than 
half a million Rohingya—60 percent of whom 
are children—have fled as refugees across the 
border into Bangladesh. 

This is the swiftest exodus of any population 
since the 1994 Rwanda genocide and Serbia’s 
1999 ethnic cleansing in Kosovo. 

The Burmese military has claimed that this 
brutal crackdown is the response to a clash 
that took place on August 25th, in which bor-
der security forces faced off against Rohingya 
insurgents reportedly using knives, small 
arms, and small explosives. 

But this isn’t a legitimate counterinsurgency 
or counterterrorism operation. The Burmese 
military and border security forces have spe-
cifically targeted Rohingya using medieval tac-
tics: slash and burn, rape, indiscriminate kill-
ing. Twenty-one square kilometers of villages 
systematically burned to the ground. 

As I see it, the only person in Burma who 
could put an end to the violence, clear the 
way for humanitarian aid, and allow for a full 
accounting of what has occurred is Min Aung 
Hlaing, Commander in Chief of the Burmese 
military. Unfortunately, the intentions of the 
military are clear: to remove the Rohingya 
people from Burma. 

Welcoming these refugees, thankfully, is the 
Government of Bangladesh, which is now 
hosting nearly a million Rohingya refugees. 

And while Bangladesh opens its doors, I 
consider it an embarrassment that the United 
States is closing ours. The Trump Administra-
tion has lowered our yearly cap on refugees 
from all over the world to 45,000 per year— 
the smallest number ever. As this crisis grew 
worse, Bangladesh took in that many people 
every four days. 

This policy harms American leadership in 
the world. It undermines our ability to speak 
credibly about refugees, human rights, or liv-
ing up to basic international humanitarian prin-
ciples. It diminishes our standing in a part of 
the world where China is only too happy to fill 
the void. 

The United States has allocated $38 million 
to assist with the crisis. That number seems 
grossly inadequate considering the scale of 
the humanitarian nightmare now facing the 
Government of Bangladesh and the Rohingya 
who have found refuge there. 

We need to do more, and that starts by 
shining a light on this tragedy. So I’m grateful 
to Mr. CASTRO, I’m grateful to all my col-
leagues who are putting this issue front and 
center. I hope that the Administration will give 
this crisis the focus and resources needed. 
This is a situation that calls for American lead-
ership, and I’ll keep making the case in Con-
gress that we can and must do more. 
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Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, as the Rank-
ing Member of the Judiciary Committee, I join 
with my colleague, Representative SHEILA 
JACKSON LEE, Ranking Member of the Sub-
committee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Se-
curity, and Investigations, in expressing our 
appreciation for Regina Milledge-Brown’s serv-
ice to the Committee. 

Regina has enjoyed a distinguished career 
in service to our Nation. Regina is an em-
ployee of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms, and Explosives (ATF), who joined 
us on detail at the beginning of this year. An 
attomey who graduated from the University of 
Georgia School of Law, Regina has worked 
for over fifteen years at ATF in various capac-
ities. In her detail to the Committee, her expe-
rience with law enforcement and firearms 
issues has been an invaluable assistance to 
the Members and staff of the Committee. 

Regina has worked on a variety of important 
issues as the Committee has pursued its leg-
islative and oversight agenda during 2017. In 
addition to her work on firearms-related 
issues, Regina has worked on issues such as 
hate crimes prevention, forensics, DNA identi-
fication, law enforcement grants, the protection 
of law enforcement officers, operation of fed-
eral prisons, reauthorization of the United 
States Secret Service, protecting the victims of 
trafficking, and preventing violence against 
women. 

In these and other legislative issues, Regina 
has displayed a high degree of profes-
sionalism and personal commitment, providing 
Members of the Committee and staff with wise 
counsel. 
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